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Anti- Lebanon down to the smiling plains of Damascus.
Of the four rivers, the Jordan and Orontes will here
claim a more detailed description.

The Orontes (Nahr-el-Asy) rises with two head-
streams on the western slopes of Anti-Lebanon, some 10
miles north of Baalbek, flowing thence northwards to
the neighbourhood of Horns (Emessa), where it expands
into the lakelet of Kades, 6 miles long by 2 broad.
Beyond this point it continues its northerly course by
Hamah (Epiphania), and through narrow rocky gorges
for about 50 miles to the northern extremity of the
Nusarieh range, where it trends suddenly westwards and
south-westwards through the plains of Antiochia to the
coast, which it reaches near Suedia (Seleucia), after a
winding course of about 150 miles. At its northern
bend it receives on its right bank the Kara-su, its only
important tributary, flowing from the Lake of Antioch
4 miles off.

The Jordan (Sheriat-el-Kebir) is formed by three
small head-streams, the farthest of which rises between
Baalbek and Mount Hermon. The united stream falls
thence over seven low terraces southwards to the muddy
little Lake Merom (El-Huleh), which lies at the head
of the Ghor in a fertile basin, fringed on the north by
an almost ^ impenetrable reedy swamp, and enclosed on
the south by a spacious elevated plain. This plain sinks
southwards sufficiently to afford an outlet for the Jordan,
which now pursues its impetuous course through the
deep rocky fissure of the Ghor for 10 miles to the Sea
of Galilee (Lake Gennesareth or Tiberias). The fall in
this short space is nearly 700 feet, and at this point the
trough of the Jordan has already descended to 682 feet
below the Mediterranean.

Lake Tiberias is a sheet of clear water, now as of
old abounding in fish, and encircled on all sides by lofty